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BOSNIA (BOSNA) 

In the late 11 th and early 13 th centuries Bosnia was ruled by powerful bans, including Kulin and Matej 
Ninoslav. A Hungarian attack in 1253 may or may not have succeeded in subjugating the country, but at least 
the peripheral northern area of Bosnia recognized Hungarian suzerainty under the rule of the Subici bans. By 
1322 Stjepan I Kotromanic had established his control over the entire country and married a Serbian princess. 
His successor Stjepan Tvrtko I intervened in Croatia and Serbia, and assumed the title of king (kralj) in 1377. 
After his death in 1391 Bosnia was plagued by frequent competition for the throne and gradually fell under 
alternating Hungarian and Ottoman hegemony. In 1459 Stjepan Tomasevic, the heir to the Bosnian throne, 
married the heiress of Serbia, but was unable to prevent the Ottoman conquest of that country. In 1463 he was 
captured and executed by the Ottomans and Bosnia became an Ottoman province. The Hungarians established 
a smaller dependent principality around Jajce in 1481, but it was lost to the Ottomans in 1527. In an area where 
Christianity had been weakened by the often acrimonious divide between Catholics, Orthodox, and members of 
the Bosnian Church, Islam won a number of converts, and various Muslim Bosnians held important offices in 
the Ottoman military and administration. Ottoman rule continued until 1908, when Austria annexed the area 
(which it had already occupied since 1878). In 1918 Bosnia became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and 
Slovenes, formally renamed Yugoslavia in 1929. During World War II the country was attached to the 
independent state of Croatia, and was reintegrated into Yugoslavia in 1945, before becoming an independent 
republic ripped asunder by ethno-religious conflict in 1992. 

Bans, then kings of Bosnia 

House of Kotromanic 

11254—1287 Prijezda I ... kinsman of the former ban Matej Ninoslav 

1287—1295 Prijezda II ... son of Prijezda I 

1295—c.1314 Stjepan Kotroman ... son of Prijezda I; associated 1290; only central Bosnia from 1299' 

c. 1314—1353 Stjepan I, Kotromanic ... son of Stjepan Kotroman; all Bosnia from 1322 

1 3 5 3 —13 66 Stjepan Tvrtko I ... son of Vladislav, son of Stjepan Kotroman; deposed 

1366— 1367 Stjepan Vuk ... brother of Stjepan Tvrtko I; deposed, died 1374: 

1367— 1391 Stjepan Tvrtko I ... restored; king 1377 

1391 —1395 Stjepan Dabisa ... bastard son of (?) Ninoslav, son of Stjepan Kotroman 

1 395 —1 398 Jelena Gruba ... widow of Stjepan Dabisa; deposed, died 1399: 

1398—1404 Stjepan Ostoja ... bastard son of (?) Stjepan Tvrtko I; deposed 

1404—1409 Stjepan Tvrtko II ... son of Stjepan Tvrtko I; deposed 

1409—1418 Stjepan Ostoja ... restored 

1418—1421 Stjepan II, Ostojic ... son of Stjepan Ostoja 

1421 —1435 Stjepan Tvrtko II ... restored; deposed 

1435 — 1436 Radivoj ... son of Stjepan Ostoja; rival since 1431; deposed; rival 1439—1446, died 1463 

1436—1443 Stjepan Tvrtko II ... restored 

1443 — 1461 Stjepan Tomas ... son of Stjepan Ostoja 

1461—1463 Stjepan III, Tomasevic ... son of Stjepan Tomas; previously Serbia 1459 

1463 — 1471 (to the Ottoman Empire) 

House ofllocki (Ujlaki) 

1471 —1477 Nikola (Miklos) ... son of Laszlo de Ujlaki; king under Hungarian suzerainty 

1477—1524 Lovro (Lorinc) ... son of Nikola; prince under Hungarian suzerainty 
1524—1527 (to Hungary 1524; to the Ottoman Empire 1527; to Austria-Hungary 1908; to Yugoslavia 
1918; to Croatia 1941; to Yugoslavia 1945; republic 1992) 

1 In the period 1299—1322 northern Bosnia was under the rule of Pavao, son of Stjepko Subic (1299—1302, 
abdicated, died 1312), then his brother Mladen I (1302—1304), and then Pavao’s son Mladen II (1304—1322). 
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HERZEGOVINA (HERCEGOVINA) 


Important Slavic princes had emerged in Hum already in the 10 th century, when Mihailo Visevic supported 
Bulgaria against Serbia and the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire. In the i i th century Hum came under the 
indirect control of Zeta/Dioclea (Duklja). In 1167 Miroslav, brother of the Raskan (Serbia) grand zupan Stefan 
Nemanja, was installed as zupan of Hum, and he was followed in that capacity by many of his descendants. 
However, the Raskan rulers of Hum were weakened by continued competition within the family and had to 
recognize the suzerainty of Hungary, Serbia, or Bosnia. The powerful local noble house of Kosaca came to the 
fore in the period after the decline of central power in both Serbia and Bosnia, and practically took control of 
the land as military governors (vojvodas) for the Bosnian kings. During the 1410s, 1430s, and 1440s, Sandalj 
Hranjic and his nephew Stefan Vukcic became increasingly independent of Bosnian royal authority by 
supporting rival claimants for the Bosnian throne and securing Ottoman aid against their enemies. In 1448 
Stefan Vukcic declared himself an autonomous duke (herceg) of Hum or of Saint Sava (whose relics were kept in 
the monastery of Milesevo). The land came to be known, from the title of its ruler, as Hercegovina. The duchy 
was annexed by the Ottoman Empire in 1481, after which it shared the history of Bosnia. 


House of Kosaca 
:i 388—1391 
1391-1435 
1435-1466 
1466—1481 


Vojvodas of Hum, then dukes of Saint Sava 

Vlatko I ... son of Vuk Kosaca 

Sandalj ... son of Hranja, brother of Vlatko I 

Stefan ... son ofVukac, brother of Sandalj; duke 1448 

Vlatko II ... son of Stefan; deposed, died 1489 

(to the Ottoman Empire 1481; then same as Bosnia) 



